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Factors Affecting Water and Sediment Quality

Environmental characteristics of river basins—such as climate, topography, geology, and vegetation
—and the activities that occur within them shape the physical and chemical characteristics of rivers.
The links between the characteristics of the drainage basin and the water and sediment quality in
the river are described in the following sections:

Climate and River Flow
Winter Conditions

Soils, Landscape, and Erosion
Pollution

River Obstructions

Wetlands

Source: Elser 2008
( click to enlarge )

Next page: Factors Affecting Water and Sediment Quality: Climate and River Flow |

Website Terms Of Use

www.ramp-alberta.org/river/water+sediment+quality/factors.aspx

7


http://www.ramp-alberta.org/_glossary.aspx
http://www.ramp-alberta.org/_contactus.aspx
http://www.ramp-alberta.org/ramp.aspx
http://www.ramp-alberta.org/ramp.aspx
http://www.ramp-alberta.org/RAMP.aspx
http://www.ramp-alberta.org/river.aspx
http://www.ramp-alberta.org/river/water+sediment+quality.aspx
http://www.ramp-alberta.org/ramp.aspx
http://www.ramp-alberta.org/river.aspx
http://www.ramp-alberta.org/people.aspx
http://www.ramp-alberta.org/resources.aspx
http://www.ramp-alberta.org/management.aspx
http://www.ramp-alberta.org/river/water+sediment+quality/catchment/climate.aspx
http://www.ramp-alberta.org/river/water+sediment+quality/catchment/erosion.aspx
http://www.ramp-alberta.org/river/water+sediment+quality/catchment/use.aspx
http://www.ramp-alberta.org/river/water+sediment+quality/catchment/pollution.aspx
http://www.ramp-alberta.org/river/water+sediment+quality/catchment/obstructions.aspx
http://www.ramp-alberta.org/river/water+sediment+quality/catchment/wetlands.aspx
http://www.ramp-alberta.org/river/water+sediment+quality/factors/climate.aspx
http://www.ramp-alberta.org/river/water+sediment+quality/factors/climate.aspx
http://www.ramp-alberta.org/_internal/showSingleImage.aspx?i=1137
http://www.ramp-alberta.org/_termsofuse.aspx

