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The Alberta government requires industrial facilities that emit more 
than 100,000 tonnes of greenhouse gases a year to reduce emissions 
intensity by 12 per cent or buy carbon off-sets, or pay a fee.  Since 
2007, more than 24 million tonnes of emissions that would have 
otherwise gone to the atmosphere were not released – the 
equivalent of 4.8 million cars off the road.  Facilities that don’t meet 
their targets  purchase offsets or pay into a technology fund. In 2010, 
companies purchased 3.9 million tonnes of offset credits from 
Alberta projects that were able to reduce emissions.

Oil sands companies have invested in research and technology 
resulting in reduced greenhouse gas emissions per barrel of oil by an 
average of 39 per cent since 1990. However, as oil sands production 
increases overall greenhouse gas emissions increase as well.

Production of oil from oil sands does produce more greenhouse 
gases than light conventional oil; however,  80 per cent of oil’s 
greenhouse gases are emitted when oil is consumed by the end user.  
Using this full lifecycle, fuels produced from oil sands create between 
five to 15 per cent more emissions than the average crude oil 
processed in the United States.
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